
Depew Gillen Rathbun & McInteer LC
8301 E. 21st Street, Suite 450
Wichita, KS   67206-2936
Telephone:  (316) 262-4000

 IN THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT, SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS

CIVIL DEPARTMENT 

BRANDON WHIPPLE )
)

Plaintiff, )
)

vs. ) Case No.: 2019-CV-
)

MATTHEW COLBORN; PROTECT )
WICHITA’S GIRLS, LLC; JOHN DOE #1; )
and JOHN DOE #2 )

)
Defendants. )

______________________________ )
Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 60

PETITION

COMES NOW the plaintiff and for his cause of action against the

defendants alleges and states as follows:

1. The plaintiff is a resident of Wichita, Sedgwick County, Kansas and is

a candidate for the nonpartisan Mayoral seat for the City of Wichita in the

municipal general election in November 2019.

2. Defendant Colborn does business as Colborn Media and is a resident

of Wichita, Kansas.  Colborn may be served with process at 1135 N Denene Street

in Wichita, KS.  Colborn claims that his “full service digital agency” is designed to
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generate business outcomes.  He claims to use “influencers, modern video

production, and media planning and distribution” to achieve these outcomes.

  3. Protect Wichita’s Girls, LLC (“PWG”) is a New Mexico domestic

limited liability company which was formed on October 10, 2019.  The registered

agent of PWG is Registered Agents, Inc., which is physically located at 530-B

Harkle Road, STE 100, Santa Fe, NM 87505, but with a mailing address of  30 N

Gould, STE R, in Sheridan, WY 82801. 

4. On September 29, 2019, a Wichita Eagle investigation disclosed that  Jeff

Longwell, current Wichita Mayor and the general election opponent of the plaintiff had

“steered what could become the largest contract in the city’s history to his political

supporters, golf partners and friends.”

5. Apparently concerned that this disclosure might lead to Longwell’s defeat,

supporters of the Mayor entered into a civil conspiracy to publish  defamatory claims

against the plaintiff with the intent of harming his candidacy.  

6. Consequently, John Doe #1 undertook certain overt acts to accomplish the

conspiracy’s purpose with the intent of hiding the identities of all individuals involved in

the conspiracy.  

7. Most people who form New Mexico LLCs do not in fact live in New Mexico. 

New Mexico’s corporate laws are popular with those attempting to hide their identities

because the incorporator is only required to maintain a registered agent and no further

reporting is required. Consequently, John Doe #1 chose to incorporate a limited liability

company called “Protect Wichita’s Girls LLC” in the state of New Mexico.  To further the

conspiracy, a Wyoming mail forwarding company offering secure and anonymous



services was hired to act as resident agent of the limited liability company to add an

additional layer of anonymity.  PWG was incorporated on October 10, 2019.  

8. The next step in the conspiracy required the hiring of a production

company to produce defamatory and false ads to slander the plaintiff.  To do that, John

Doe #1 hired Matthew Colborn, who has produced fluff pieces about Mayor Longwell.  

9. Colborn hired several young women who he paid $5o each through Cash

App to pose in a hit piece as young girls who had been sexually harassed by the plaintiff. 

The girls went to a South Broadway address and were told they were producing a Public

Service Announcement against domestic violence. They were given scripts and were not

told who they were talking about.  Colborn repeatedly reassured the girls that the ad was

not a big deal and to read the script and it would all be over in ten minutes.

10. The ad produced by Colborn is a disgusting false and defamatory hit piece

cobbled together with statements lifted from a Kansas City Star article of October 31,

2017.  None of the allegations in that article applied to Whipple.  The ad, which was

entitled “Protect Wichita Girls and Stop Brandon Whipple” claims that “He just came

up, looked at me, smiled and said: “Hey, do your panties match your outfit.” The ad, of

course, fails to mention that this statement was lifted word for word from the article

describing what a “male Republican senator” had said to a female intern in 2009.  None

of the defamatory sexually harassing comments came from the plaintiff.  Nor did the

article allege that the plaintiff had ever sexually harassed an intern.  Colborn used the

article as a basis for his hit piece and lifted portions from it about what others have done

to describe conduct which allegedly was undertaken by the plaintiff.  

12. The ad has run thousands of times on Youtube.  John Doe #2 has paid to

increase distribution of the ad on Facebook and Youtube.  The ad has also served as the



basis of a Facebook group which went up with the ad on October 16 and already has over

41,000 views.

13. The defendants apparently believe that they can influence an election by

posting horribly false and defamatory statements about the plaintiff.  The defamatory

statements were made maliciously and were intended to expose the plaintiff to public

contempt and ridicule and to deprive him of the benefits of public confidence.     

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff respectfully prays for a judgment clearing his good

name and for damages in excess of $75,000 plus any other and further relief as the

Court might deem just or equitable. 

Respectfully submitted,

DEPEW GILLEN RATHBUN & MCINTEER LC

/s/Randall K. Rathbun                                         
Randall K. Rathbun #09765
8301 E. 21st Street N., Suite 450
Wichita, KS 67206-2936
Telephone: (316) 262-4000
Fax: (316) 265-3819
Email: randy@depewgillen.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

REQUEST FOR JURY TRIAL

COMES NOW the plaintiff and respectfully requests a trial by jury with

regard to the above-captioned  action.



Respectfully submitted,

DEPEW GILLEN RATHBUN & MCINTEER LC

/s/Randall K. Rathbun                                         
Randall K. Rathbun, #09765
Attorneys for Plaintiff


